
NHS NETWORKS weekly news stories: 
11:52am, 27 March 2020 
Appeal to GPs to rejoin the workforce 
NHS England has written to a number of GPs to let them know how they 
can help support the GP workforce including letting people know how they 
can ask to be temporarily registered on the performers list.  

11:47am, 27 March 2020 
NHS workforce statistics show rise in doctors and nurses  
The number of nurses in the NHS has increased by 9,398 and the number 
of doctors has risen by 5,188 in the past year, according to figures 
published this week.  

11:45am, 27 March 2020 
National Audit Office provides data on dentistry in England 
The National Audit Office has published a memorandum containing data on 
commissioning, funding and workforce numbers for dentistry in England.  

11:43am, 27 March 2020 
Coronavirus: effect on the economy and public finances 
The coronavirus (Covid-19) outbreak is having an impact on the UK 
economy in a number of different ways from supply chain disruption to the 
closure of businesses for public health reasons.  

11:41am, 27 March 2020 
Workforce disability equality standard (WDES) annual report 2019 
This report provides the first national review of the NHS workforce that 
relates to the workplace representation and career experiences of 
disabled staff. 

11:39am, 27 March 2020 
Machine learning in diagnostic services 
The Care Quality Commission has published the findings of a pilot that 
looked at the use of machine learning applications in diagnostic services. 
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13:26pm, 26 March 2020 
Crisis communications: looking for silver linings 
The biggest challenge we faced in this week's podcast with Dr Sam 
Dawlatly was keeping the phone connection.  

13:24pm, 26 March 2020 
Government launches coronavirus information service on WhatsApp  
The UK government has a coronavirus information service on WhatsApp.  

13:23pm, 26 March 2020 
Free car parking for NHS and social care staff  
The government is giving financial backing for all NHS trusts to provide 
free car parking to NHS staff for the duration of coronavirus (Covid-19).  

13:22pm, 26 March 2020 
Pharmacy bodies publish resilience guidance to support pharmacy teams 
PSNC has published guidance to help support and maintain the community 
pharmacy network during the response to the Covid-19 pandemic.  

13:20pm, 26 March 2020 
Guidance on shielding and protecting people defined on medical grounds as 
extremely vulnerable from Covid-19 
This guidance is for people, including children, who are at very high risk of 
severe illness from coronavirus because of an underlying health condition, 
and for their family, friends and carers.  

13:19pm, 26 March 2020 
Coronavirus bill: health and social care measures  
The government has identified that urgent legislative measures are 
needed to support the NHS and social care, and to increase the available 
health and social care workforce in particular.  

14:55pm, 25 March 2020 
NHS calls for volunteer army 
The NHS is calling for 250,000 volunteers to help vulnerable people stay 
safe and well at home.  
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14:53pm, 25 March 2020 
Clinical guide for the management of ophthalmology patients during the 
coronavirus pandemic 
NHS England has published clinical guidance for the management of 
ophthalmology patients during the coronavirus pandemic.  

14:51pm, 25 March 2020 
Guidance for optical practices 
The optometric fees negotiating committee (OFNC) has published 
guidance for optical practices on essential opening arrangements. 

14:47pm, 25 March 2020 
Top 10 tips for Covid-19 telephone consultations 
The RCGP has published top 10 tips for Covid-19 telephone consultations. 

14:35pm, 25 March 2020 
Coronavirus: learning for the health and care workforce 
Health Education England has an e-learning resource in response to the 
coronavirus global pandemic aimed at the entire UK health and care 
workforce, including those working in the NHS, the independent sector 
and social care.  

14:32pm, 25 March 2020 
Housing and care in specialist housing  
A briefing from a housing network sets out at a number of practical things 
for providers of specialist housing to consider when seeking to reduce the 
risk of the coronavirus outbreak.  

20:12pm, 24 March 2020 
Novel coronavirus (Covid-19) standard operating procedure: estates and 
facilities 
This document will to assist managers and estates teams in the rapid 
conversion of existing wards into facilities for intubating Covid-19 
patients.  
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20:10pm, 24 March 2020 
Standard operating procedure – community pharmacy 
NHS England is advising that pharmacies should not be stockpiling and 
community pharmacies are advised to reinforce the message with patients 
that they should not stockpile any medicines as this might exacerbate the 
situation.  

20:08pm, 24 March 2020 
Staying well when social distancing 
The Royal College of Occupational Therapists has issued guidance for 
families, your colleagues and other health and care professionals on what 
they can do to help them cope with social distancing. 

20:07pm, 24 March 2020 
Primary and dental care provision in prisons and immigration removal 
centres in England 
These revised service specifications set out a modular approach to 
primary and dental care provision in prisons and immigration removal 
centres in England. 

20:05pm, 24 March 2020 
Vaccine trials among recipients of £20 million coronavirus research 
investment  
Six coronavirus research projects, including two vaccination trials, will be 
the first to benefit from a share of £20 million in government investment.  

15:50pm, 23 March 2020 
YouTube playlist of Covid-19 videos 
Healthcare consultancy @MedicineGov has produced a playlist of Covid-19 
related videos culled from YouTube.  

15:47pm, 23 March 2020 
Advice for nurses working in community settings 
The Queen’s Nursing Institute has launched a range of new online support 
for community nurses who are in the front line of the battle against 
coronavirus.  
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15:27pm, 23 March 2020 
Hospitals take delivery of protective equipment 
Millions more items of personal protective equipment (PPE) for frontline 
staff have been delivered to NHS services across the country in the last 
few days as part of the fight against coronavirus.  

15:25pm, 23 March 2020 
Competency framework for rheumatology nurses 
This publication provides a competency and role development framework 
for rheumatology practitioners in clinical practice (most commonly called 
rheumatology nurse specialists).  

15:23pm, 23 March 2020 
NICE publishes first rapid Covid-19 guidelines 
NICE has published its first three rapid guidelines on the care of people 
with suspected and confirmed Covid-19 as well as those without the 
disease.  

NHS NETWORKS weekly editor's blog entries: 
12:39pm, 27 March 2020 
Social distancing the Longstay way 
We asked Sir Trevor Longstay, chief executive of the NHS Blithering 
University Hospitals Foundation Trust and commander-in-chief of the 
Blithering Covid-19 Taskforce to give us some practical tips on social 
distancing. Here he shares some of the lessons learned over four decades 
of leadership – not all of them relevant or epidemiologically sound 

PRIMARY CARE IMPROVEMENT CONNECT daily message board 
updates: 
15:36pm, 28 March 2020 
New comment in conversation Isolation Tips - Submarine Cpt Marquet 
Submarine Article - very helpful. thanks you  Debbie Burnicle   
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