
NHS NETWORKS weekly news stories: 
10:22am, 30 October 2020 
SocialPrescriberPlus – essential training for social prescribing link 
workers, care coordinators and health coaches 
With the additional roles reimbursement scheme supporting social 
prescribing link workers, care coordinators and health coaches, 
practically focused training is essential for these posts to provide 
effective and efficient support to practices.  

10:21am, 30 October 2020 
Childhood Influenza Enhanced Service 2020/21  
The flu letter issued on 5 August indicated that an inactivated 
vaccine may also be offered to those children whose parents refuse 
the live attenuated influenza vaccine (LAIV) due to the porcine 
gelatine content.  

10:19am, 30 October 2020 
CVDPREVENT: A national primary care audit 
CVDprevent is a national primary care audit to support professionally 
led quality improvement in the diagnosis and management of six high 
risk conditions that cause stroke, heart attack and dementia: atrial 
fibrillation (AF), high blood pressure, high cholesterol, diabetes, non-
diabetic hyperglycaemia and chronic kidney disease.  

10:17am, 30 October 2020 
Access to new medicines in the English NHS 
Have you ever wondered how new medicines are developed, approved 
and priced?  
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10:15am, 30 October 2020 
Presbyopia season: College of Optometrists issues advice to patients 
after clocks change 
The College of Optometrists has issued advice for those who notice a 
change in their vision after the clocks went back last weekend. 

10:13am, 30 October 2020 
Appointments in general practice data 
The appointments in general practice data for September 2020 has 
been published by NHS Digital, showing a 20% increase in 
appointments compared to August.  

12:08pm, 29 October 2020 
Elective care – what happens now 
Covid-19 has ruthlessly exposed flaws in our society, from social care 
funding to democracy itself. Trust is fundamental to a functioning 
society and it is eroding in many areas. One of these areas is elective 
care.  

11:17am, 29 October 2020 
Video Group Clinic Briefing Session 
Video Group Clinics (VGCs) are a new remote consultation model that 
enables clinicians to build community and connections with and 
between patients; especially those living with long term conditions.  

11:16am, 29 October 2020 
Communicating for professional success 
This e-learning course demonstrates how to choose and use 
appropriate communication methods to achieve your individual and 
organisational goals.  
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11:12am, 29 October 2020 
Updated standard operating procedure - community pharmacy  
There has been a sustained increase in community transmission of 
COVID-19 in England, although there remains significant variation 
across localities. 

11:10am, 29 October 2020 
Integrated primary care eye service improves patient experience  
The Local Optical Committee Support Unit published a new case study 
featuring the Morecambe Bay Community Eye Service, which has 
made significant improvements to the patient experience across four 
pathways.  

11:08am, 29 October 2020 
Social care: funding and workforce 
This report calls for a £7 billion annual increase in social care funding 
as a starting point for reform.  

11:06am, 29 October 2020 
Children and young people’s mental health review 
This report contains an update on work carried out in 2018 looking at 
the quality of mental health services for children and young people, as 
well as the access to these services.  

09:55am, 28 October 2020 
The Confident practice manager programme 
The Confident practice manager programme is designed for those 
who aspire to improve in their leadership role in practice management.  

09:54am, 28 October 2020 
Optical practices – Covid readiness 
NHS England has written to optical settings regarding readiness for 
responding to a second wave of COVID-19.  
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09:47am, 28 October 2020 
Dentistry's standard operating procedure 
This document is the essential guidance for all dental teams in 
England.  

09:44am, 28 October 2020 
Ask Your Pharmacist Week resources 
Community pharmacy teams are invited to prepare for Ask Your 
Pharmacist Week which takes place on 2-9 November 2020.  

09:43am, 28 October 2020 
Largest COVID-19 antibody testing programme publishes findings  
Findings from Imperial College London and Ipsos MORI show the 
number of people with antibodies fell by 26.5% over 3 months.  

09:39am, 28 October 2020 
Hospital discharge must be improved  
Research published by Healthwatch and the British Red Cross shows 
significant numbers of people are not receiving follow-up support 
after being discharged from hospital under new policy, leading to 
unmet needs.  

09:37am, 28 October 2020 
Elderly are not seeking help for potential cancer symptoms 
53% of GPs say they are concerned that fewer older adults are 
contacting them with symptoms compared to before the pandemic, 
according to new findings from Cancer Research UK.  

09:52am, 27 October 2020 
Understanding the legal implications of being a practice partner 
NHS England and NHS Improvement made a commitment in the 
update to the GP contract agreement to support registered health 
care professionals to become practice partners.  
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09:50am, 27 October 2020 
Survey indicates one in six children have a probable mental disorder 
The proportion of children experiencing a probable mental disorder 
has increased over the past three years, from one in nine in 2017 to 
one in six in July this year according to the Mental Health of Children 
and Young People in England 2020 report. 

09:48am, 27 October 2020 
Flu vaccination for people with learning disability and autism 
This short film presentation supports general practice and pharmacy 
teams to carry out flu vaccinations for people with a learning 
disability and autistic people who may be eligible for a vaccination.  

09:46am, 27 October 2020 
Workforce data – reminder to practices 
From October 2020, NHS Digital will be publishing general practice 
workforce statistics on a monthly basis.  

09:45am, 27 October 2020 
Health and wellbeing interventions in healthcare 
NHS Employers commissioned the Institute for Employment Studies 
to investigate the evidence base of health and wellbeing interventions 
used in health care and their implications for wellbeing outcomes.  

09:43am, 27 October 2020 
The impact of Covid-19 to date on older people’s mental and physical 
health 
This research finds that some older people are coping with the 
pandemic, but a sizeable minority are finding life incredibly tough.  
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10:27am, 26 October 2020 
Managing high performing virtual teams 
The role of the manager has changed dramatically across the NHS, 
with over 55% of workers now working from home. This rapid change 
in team working dynamics is presenting managers with new challenges.  

10:25am, 26 October 2020 
Funding available for flu programme 
NHS England has made an additional £15.4m available to local 
systems and primary care providers to cover reasonable additional 
costs (over and above the usual fee structures) associated with this 
year's extended flu programme.  

10:24am, 26 October 2020 
Resources to support with musculoskeletal health following 
#BoneJointWeek (12 - 20 Oct) 
The Covid-19 pandemic changed the roadmap for achieving good 
musculoskeletal health. A blog by Sue Brown, CEO for the Arthritis 
and Musculoskeletal Alliance, considers what can be done to support 
patients’ musculoskeletal health during the pandemic.  

10:23am, 26 October 2020 
National engagement to improve health and wellbeing support for 
armed forces families in England  
NHS England and NHS Improvement has launched an engagement to 
explore how we can improve health and wellbeing support for serving, 
reserve and veteran families in England.  

10:22am, 26 October 2020 
New blueprint for better hospital food  
Millions of NHS patients and staff will benefit from tastier, 
healthier and better-quality meals following an independent review of 
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hospital food, led by a panel of advisers including chef and 
restaurateur Prue Leith.  

10:21am, 26 October 2020 
GP premises survey: post Covid-19 
With the emergency response to the Covid-19 pandemic disrupting 
many patients’ access to GP services, this survey investigated what 
patients felt about their GP’s premises, and whether they would be 
confident to return to them.  

10:18am, 26 October 2020 
The impact of Covid-19 on people living with kidney disease 
This report (compiled using 860 responses from an online survey open 
from 28 August to 21 September 2020) finds that the majority of 
kidney patients have been expected to return to work once shielding 
ended and the furlough scheme ends.  

NHS NETWORKS weekly editor's blog entries: 
10:49am, 30 October 2020 
Boosting your resilience 
The last year has been a difficult one, who would have imagined last 
Christmas that we would have been in lockdown, with the NHS 
seriously tested by a global pandemic. So much change has happened 
and the resilience of people working in and with health and care 
services has been seriously tested. Resilience is our ability to deal 
with, find strengths in and/or recover from difficult situations. Its 
sometimes referred to as “bounceabiliy” – but bouncing in what way? 

__________
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