
NHS NETWORKS weekly news stories: 
10:16am, 9 October 2020 
Taking control of stress – building your resilience 
Most of us will suffer work-related stress, especially at the current 
time – and the problem is most acute for public sector staff, 
particularly those in the NHS.  

10:15am, 9 October 2020 
New to Partnership Payment Scheme Supporting Evidence 
In some instances individuals have not been able to obtain the 
evidence required to support their application to the New to 
Partnership Payment Scheme.  

10:13am, 9 October 2020 
Safeguarding in virtual consultations in primary care 
Bath, Swindon and Wiltshire (BSW) CCG have developed a document 
which gives advice to all GPs about the consideration of safeguarding 
in all virtual consultations, including both phone and video calls.  

10:11am, 9 October 2020 
New lab partnerships boost capacity  
Partnership with the alliance of London university labs will add 
capacity for tens of thousands more coronavirus tests over the 
coming months.  

10:09am, 9 October 2020 
New government PPE strategy 
The Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) has published its 
strategy for providing personal protective equipment (PPE), detailing 
preparations for a second wave of COVID-19 alongside usual seasonal 
pressures.  
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15:31pm, 8 October 2020 
Best Practice Live 
Organisers of the Best Practice Show are proud to present, Best 
Practice Live, a new virtual conference and exhibition, taking place in 
the afternoons of the 13th, 14th and 15th October 2020. Best 
Practice Live is free for healthcare professionals and will provide 
over 60 hours of educational presentations, workshops and panel 
discussions.  

10:47am, 8 October 2020 
The Confident practice manager programme 
The Confident practice manager programme is designed for those 
who aspire to improve in their leadership role in practice management.  

10:46am, 8 October 2020 
NHS to offer ‘long covid’ sufferers help at specialist centres 
People suffering ‘long covid’ symptoms will be offered specialist help 
at clinics across England.  

10:45am, 8 October 2020 
Taskforce for safe return to global travel launched  
A new Global Travel Taskforce to support the travel industry and the 
safe recovery of international travel has been launched.  

10:44am, 8 October 2020 
Bootle PCN partners ‘buddy up’ to support patient safety 
In this case study, read how longstanding links and mutual trust 
between the Bootle PCN’s partners allowed them to act at speed to 
protect patients safely when the coronavirus pandemic hit. 
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10:39am, 8 October 2020 
Reimbursement scheme for the Immigration Health Surcharge  
The Department of Health and Social Care launched the Immigration 
Health Surcharge (IHS) reimbursement service on 1 October 2020. 

10:38am, 8 October 2020 
Third year of industry progress to reduce sugar published  
Public Health England (PHE) has published new data showing how much 
progress the food and drink industry has made in reducing sugar in 
products that contribute most to children’s sugar intakes.  

10:14am, 7 October 2020 
Influencing skills 
Influencing is a vital part of communication in the workplace. 
Influencing is a combination of persuasion and negotiation - being able 
to persuade and negotiate with others to reach a win-win solution. 
Learning influencing techniques leads to smarter and more effective 
working.  

10:09am, 7 October 2020 
NICE is consulting on the way it assesses the resource impact of its 
guidance 
Have your say on the draft updated processes, methods manuals and 
the draft template to ensure they meet your needs.  

10:08am, 7 October 2020 
One career, endless opportunities #ChooseGP  
Applications for the first round of the 2021 GP specialty training 
opens on the 2 November. Please ‘like’ and follow the #ChooseGP 
Facebook page to keep up to date with news and views.  
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10:06am, 7 October 2020 
Clinical validation of surgical waiting lists framework and supporting 
tools 
NHS England has published the clinical validation of surgical waiting 
lists framework and supporting tools, designed to support systems to 
clinically validate their waiting lists and establish patient’s wishes 
regarding treatment.  

10:04am, 7 October 2020 
Should healthcare workers use the NHS COVID-19 app? 
Healthcare workers are encouraged to download and use the NHS 
COVID-19 app. However, they are advised to pause contact tracing 
while they are working in healthcare buildings, including hospitals and 
GP surgeries.  

10:02am, 7 October 2020 
Government invests in UK-developed antibody tests  
The government has signed a deal with the UK Rapid Test Consortium 
(UK-RTC) for 1 million antibody tests.  

10:01am, 7 October 2020 
Shared decision making is key to good patient care  
Effective decision making based on conversations between doctors 
and patients is fundamental to good care, according to guidance 
published by the General Medical Council (GMC).  

10:55am, 6 October 2020 
SocialPrescriberPlus – essential training for social prescribing link 
workers, care coordinators and health coaches 
With the additional roles reimbursement scheme now supporting 
social prescribing link workers, care coordinators and health coaches, 
practically focused training is essential for these posts to provide 
effective and efficient support to practices.  
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10:54am, 6 October 2020 
Green social prescribing pilots open for applications  
Applications are open to deliver four ‘green social prescribing’ pilots 
as part of a £4.27 million project to improve mental health and 
wellbeing in communities hardest hit by coronavirus.  

10:53am, 6 October 2020 
Type 2 Diabetes Prevention Programme and Type 1 diabetes glucose 
monitoring update 
This letter outlines the recent updates to the Healthier You NHS 
Diabetes Prevention Programme and Type 1 diabetes glucose 
monitoring; including an update on Flash uptake and NHS Englands 
plans to provide continuous glucose monitoring (CGM) for pregnant 
women. 

10:52am, 6 October 2020 
Rapid Covid-19 guideline will address Long Covid 
National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) and the 
Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network (SIGN) has announced 
they will work with the Royal College of General Practitioners (RCGP) 
to develop a guideline on persistent effects of Covid-19 (Long Covid) 
on patients.  

10:51am, 6 October 2020 
MS Teams use in the NHS soars  
Over 65 million messages have been sent on the platform since the 
week it was rolled out across the NHS by NHS Digital.  

10:48am, 6 October 2020 
Inquiry into the support available for young people who self-harm 
This inquiry explored the experiences of young people who self-harm 
in accessing support services.  
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10:47am, 6 October 2020 
Creating the workforce of the future 
This report follows a November 2019 roundtable held by the NHS 
Confederation and the Independent Commission on the College of the 
Future.  

12:23pm, 5 October 2020 
Managing high performing virtual teams 
The role of the manager has changed dramatically across the NHS, 
with over 55% of workers now working from home. This rapid change 
in team working dynamics is presenting managers with new challenges.  

12:22pm, 5 October 2020 
Holistic medication reviews for thousands of patients as new guidance 
rolls out 
Primary care networks (PCNs) are to offer thousands of patients a 
holistic review of their medication, to help them stay healthy and 
remain independent.  

12:20pm, 5 October 2020 
Joint statement on delivery of flu vaccination programme 
The Royal College of General Practitioner and the Royal 
Pharmaceutical Society has issued a joined statement emphasising 
how important professional collaboration locally between GPs and 
community pharmacy is to deliver the flu vaccination programme in 
the most effective way for patients.  

12:19pm, 5 October 2020 
Delivering core NHS and care services during the pandemic and 
beyond 
This report aims to catalogue the impact and unprecedented 
challenge caused by Covid-19 to the provision of essential services.  
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12:17pm, 5 October 2020 
Investigation into how the government increased the number of 
ventilators  
This report finds that the government acted with urgency to increase 
the number of ventilators available to the NHS, prioritising speed 
over cost and spending a total of £569 million.  

12:16pm, 5 October 2020 
Biggest hospital building programme in a generation  
The Prime Minister has confirmed for the first time that 40 
hospitals will be built by 2030 as part of a package worth £3.7 billion, 
with eight further new schemes invited to bid, delivering on the 
government’s manifesto commitment.  

NHS NETWORKS weekly editor's blog entries: 
15:44pm, 9 October 2020 
Link of the week 
Article published in the BMJ looking at the ability of the health 
service to quickly bounce back to pre-Covid levels of activity and 
considers if it is desirable. 

_________
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