
  

 

Welcome to the Patients Association's 
Weekly News  

 

 

 

Share  
 

 

 

Tweet  
 

 

 

Forward  
 

 

   

 

It's a no from us to raising the age for free prescriptions  

  

 

We have told the Government that proposals to raise the age at which patients can claim free prescriptions 

should be dropped. 

 

We also expressed our dismay at the calibre of the consultation. The analysis presented was superficial, with 

no evidence how raising the age for free prescriptions would save the NHS money. Nor could individuals and 

organisations make substantive comments and there was no ‘do nothing’ option. 

 

Making more people pay prescription charges creates a barrier between patients and the treatments they 

need, and is likely to harm patients. Even the flimsy analysis in the consultation recognised that. 

 

We doubt these proposals will achieve the desired cost savings for the NHS. The current proposals should be 

dropped, and a full funding settlement for the NHS negotiated with the Government. 
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Read our submission  

 

 

 

Still time to give us your opinions about Government spending  

  

 

You may have read in the news this week that the NHS Confederation and NHS Providers have asked for £10 

billion to fund the frontline NHS in 2022/23.  We were quoted in the Daily Mail story about their demands. 

 

The two organisations based the figures on a survey England’s 213 NHS trusts. We’ve also got a survey: we 

want to know what you believe should be the priorities for how the Government spends its (our) money. 

 

With the spending review imminent, we need to hear from as many people as possible about what concerns 

them, so we can accurately reflect your hopes and worries to the Chancellor. 

 

So, if you’ve not yet found time to complete our short survey, do it now. Thank you. 

   

Take the survey  

 

 

 

Minimally invasive cancer therapies - APPG inquiry  
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Cancer survival rates have improved in the UK over recent years but not all cancer patients get access to 

minimally invasive cancer therapies that are associated with shorter hospital stays and fewer side effects. 

 

Now the All Party Parliamentary Group on Minimally Invasive Cancer Therapies is conducting an inquiry to 

identify and gather evidence on the key challenges around improving patient access to minimally invasive 

cancer therapies and would like to hear from you, if you have had cancer or a currently undergoing treatment 

for cancer. 

 

A key part of the inquiry is a patient survey that you are invited to complete.  Other aspects of the APPG’s 

inquiry will gather evidence from clinicians and policy makers to set out how the NHS can improve service 

provisions. 

   

APPG survey  

 

 

 

Transport survey still open 
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We're still collecting your experiences of using non-emergency patient transport services (NEPTS). We want 

to use your answers to inform our response to the consultation on changing eligibility rules for accessing the 

service.  

NEPTS survey  

 

 

 

 

From the helpline 

Reviving a PPG 

 

  

Sarah* called our free helpline to find out how to get her GP surgery’s patient participation group (PPG) up 

and running again. 
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Since April 2015, it has been a contractual requirement for all English GP practices to have a PPG, a group of 

patients, carers and GP practice staff who meet to discuss practice issues and patient experience to help 

improve the service. 

 

Sarah explained that because of the pandemic, her PPG had been suspended. But she had recently taken 

over as the chair and wanted advice on setting the agenda, notifying participants of meetings, and involving 

the practice manager. 

 

Luckily for Sarah, we revised our PPG toolkit earlier this year and signposted her to it on our website.  The 

toolkit explains how to set up a PPG that suits your community, and provides templates for leaflets, posters 

etc. There’s actually quite a lot of flexibility in how a PPG works and it’s up to each PPG to set its aims, which 

will depend on local needs. 

  

* Name changed for privacy. 

 

To share your experiences with our helpline team, call 0800 3457115 between 9.30am and 5pm on weekdays 

or email helpline@patients-association.org.uk. See our website for more ways to get in touch.   

 

 

What our team is reading this week 

 

WASPI woman will have to reduce medication if free prescription age rises to 66, in 
another blow  

 

Evaluation of More than just words: final report  

 

Huge discrepancy in NHS England waiting times for common procedures  

 

Those most affected by the pandemic must be heard to shape a fair and healthy 
recovery  

 

The scale of the NHS Wales staffing crisis as thousands take sick leave due to 
COVID, stress, and burnout  
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Our purpose is to ensure that everybody can access and benefit from the health and care they need to live 

well, by ensuring that services are designed and delivered through equal partnership with patients. 

 

Our strategic focus for 2021-25 is patient partnership in the design and delivery of health and care services. 

 

We are a registered charity raising all our own funds. If you'd like to support our work for all patients and make 

a difference, please donate or consider making a regular donation. Thank you.     
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