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Adolescents now able to have COVID-19 vaccination  

   

  

The Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) has this week recommended that all 16- and 

17-year olds have a first jab Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine. 

  

In making this recommendation, the JCVI has sought to balance the risks of serious side effects following 

vaccination, which have been reported in this younger age group, and the fact that COVID-19 infection is 

usually mild in younger people. 

  

The JCVI believes prioritising the first dose and delaying the recommendation on the second will provide 

some immediate protection from severe disease among this group. The second dose will be given later and 

this will extend protection for a longer period, for example when those young people start work or go to 

university, or if there is another wave of cases in winter. 
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As previously advised by the JCVI, children aged 12 to 15 with specific underlying health conditions that put 

them at risk of severe COVID-19 should be offered two doses of Pfizer-BioNTech vaccination with an interval 

of eight weeks between doses. 

  

This includes children with severe neurodisabilities, Down’s Syndrome, immunosuppression, profound and 

multiple learning disabilities, and severe learning disabilities or who are on the learning disability register. 

Children and young people aged 12 years and over who are household contacts of an immunosuppressed 

person should also be offered two doses of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine. 

   

Read the JCVI's decision  

 

 

 

All care home staff must have COVID-19 vaccination  

   

  

 

From 11th November 2021, all care home workers and other visiting professionals will need to be fully 

vaccinated against COVID-19, unless they have an exemption or there is an emergency, the Care Quality 

Commission has confirmed. 

The requirement forms part of the CQC's  fundamental standards and the regulator says it will monitor, and if 

needed, enforce the new rule. 

The CQC is urging providers, managers and staff to get ready for the change now and is seeking "assurance 

from new providers, and from existing providers" that they are able to check the vaccination and COVID-19 

status of staff and that of personnel entering the care home when the rule comes into force. 
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Read the CQC's statement  

 

 

 

 

Public interest test for Accredited Health Registers  
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The Professional Standards Authority is introducing a ‘public interest’ test as part of its standards for registers 

of health and care roles not subject to statutory regulation. 

  

This follows a public consultation, which the Patients Association responded to, as part of the PSA’s strategic 

review of its work. The PSA says it received strong support from stakeholders, in particular patients, to take 

greater account of the effectiveness of treatments in its decisions about accreditation. 

  

The PSA says the public interest test will enable it to weigh up whether the evidence about the benefits of 

treatments covered by a register outweighs any risks. It will also consider how clearly and accurately the 

register and its registrants describe these benefits and risks. 

  

Thank you to all those who completed our survey on the PSA’s plans.  You can read our submission here. 

 

   

 

 

2021 members survey closing soon 

  

 

Our biennial survey of members wiil close soon. Thank you to all those members who have already completed 

the survey. If you’re a member of the Patients Association and haven’t received your invitation to complete the 

survey, please email mailbox@patients-association.org.uk and we’ll send you the link. 

  

If you’re not a member but a regular reader of Weekly News and interested in our work, why not join? 

Membership is free and if you join before next Friday, we’ll make sure you have the opportunity to take the 

members survey. 

   

 

 

Applications to LEAP close next Friday 
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There’s just one week left to get your application in if you’re interested in joining our lived experience advisory 

panel – LEAP. 

  

The panel is a significant part of the work we are beginning in our patient partnership work. Read more about 

it on our website. Or you can talk to Sarah, our new Head of Patient Partnership at Sarah.Tilsed@patients-

association.org.uk. Sarah can tell you more about LEAP and how to apply. 

  

Please note: there are only ten places on the panel, and we are looking to build a group that is truly diverse, 

so please don’t feel left out if you’re not selected – we’ve plenty of opportunities for you to share your opinions 

with us in other ways. 

   

 

 

From the helpline 

Advising partner on do not resuscitate choices 

 

  

Mary*, who lives in the east of England, called our free helpline with a question about being on someone’s 

records as their next of kin. 
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Her partner, David, had been in hospital on numerous occasions and Mary said she wasn’t sure if the hospital 

had accurate information about David’s next of kin. 

  

Mary added that David had told her that if the situation arose, he didn’t want to be resuscitated. She wanted 

information about how to advise him about do not resuscitate orders. 

  

Our adviser explained the role of the next of kin and directed her to our next of kin information.  He also 

suggested David ask one of the nurses on his ward to check the next of kin information the hospital has for 

him.  

  

The adviser also recommended that David contact his GP surgery to ensure it also has the most up to date 

information on next of kin. 

  

Regarding David’s wishes about not being resuscitated, we directed Mary to Compassion in Dying (CiD), 

which has information about making an advance decision on its website; we also have information on our 

website about this.   

  

Our adviser also suggested that the two of them might wish to consider establishing a Legal Power of 

Attorney for Health and Wellbeing; CiD has information on this on its website and the CiD also has a helpline 

that could help her with more information. That number is 0800 999 2434. 

  

* Names changed for privacy. 

 

To share your experiences with our helpline team, call 0800 3457115 between 9.30am and 5pm on weekdays 

or email helpline@patients-association.org.uk. See our website for more ways to get in touch.   

 

 

What our team is reading this week 

 

Tackling discrimination in health and care services  

 

Health board pleads for community’s support as it faces ‘perfect storm’ of 
unprecedented demand and staff shortages  

 

Should COVID vaccination be mandatory for health and care staff?  
 

Inflamed review: How poverty and injustice make you sick  
 

Recommendations issued to improve patient safety in acute medical units  
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About Us 

Our purpose is to ensure that everybody can access and benefit from the health and care they need to live 

well, by ensuring that services are designed and delivered through equal partnership with patients. 

 

Our strategic focus for 2021-25 is patient partnership in the design and delivery of health and care services. 

 

We are a registered charity raising all our own funds. If you'd like to support our work for all patients and make 

a difference, please donate or consider making a regular donation. Thank you.     
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